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The commemoration period, known as Kwibuka (the Kinyarwanda word for
Remembrance) is a time to remember and honour those we lost, comfort
those who survived. We pay tribute to the sacrifices that brought Rwanda
back to life and reflect on our country’s transformational journey in the last
25 years.
Kwibuka25 calls on Rwanda’s new post-Genocide generation to sustain and
carry forward the legacy of resilience, integrity and unity, so as to forge a
brighter future for their nation.

KEY EVENTS
4-5 April 2019: Kwibuka25 International Conference
Scholars and policymakers from all over the world will discuss theory and
practice in the areas of reconstruction, resilience, dealing with trauma, as well
as identity politics in a post-genocide society
7 April 2019: National Commemoration
Ceremony at Kigali Genocide Memorial, followed by the National
Commemoration Ceremony at the Kigali Convention Centre. The day will end
with a Walk to Remember and Night Vigil at Amahoro National Stadium.
8 April 2019: Launch of Garden of Memory/Jardin de la Mémoire
The Garden of Memory will be launched at the Nyanza-Kicukiro Genocide
Memorial on a day dedicated to reflection on the role of future generations in
sustaining a peaceful and united country.
7-13 April 2019: Commemoration Week (country-wide)
• Days of Reflection
• Historical and Educational Tours
• Cafés Littéraires
• Public Lectures
For more details please visit: www.kwibuka.rw
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NATIONAL COMMEMORATION - 7 APRIL 2019
10h00 - Kigali Genocide Memorial
» Laying of Wreaths and Lighting of the Flame of Remembrance
11h00 - Kigali Convention Centre
» National Anthem
» Welcome Remarks
» Umurinzi - Theatrical Performance
» Distinguished Guest Remarks
» Minute of Silence
» Address by the President of the Republic of Rwanda
15h00 - Walk to Remember from Parliament to Amahoro National
Stadium
18h00 - Night Vigil at Amahoro National Stadium
» Remarks
» Recitation of Names and Messages of Hope
» Lighting of Candles: Urumuri rw’Icyizere
» Kwibuka Songs
» Testimonies
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UMURINZI
Theatrical performance directed by Dorcy Rugamba
This play symbolizes the importance of remembrance for Rwanda and
Rwandans.
In the Rwandan tradition of “Guterekera”, we invoke the names and memories
of those we lost, carving a place for them in our lives, reminding the world
who these men and women were; their lives and their dreams, to ensure that
their light never dims, and that we can heal our society. We speak life into the
names of those no longer with us, so that they may live on forever, in defiance
of the attempt to erase their existence through Genocide.
The story of the Genocide is often told through cold, abstract numbers, in
which the individual and collective destinies of the victims is hard to grasp.
This play brings to life the names and the lives buried behind the numbers.
Children born after the Genocide are young adults who today contribute to
Rwandan society. The main actors in the play are from the post-genocide
generation, reflecting their role in passing on memory. At the end of the
play, 25 year-old Umuseke Weya conveys a message on behalf of this new
generation.
Umurinzi means guardian in Kinyarwanda. In Rwandan cultural tradition, the
Umurinzi tree was planted where a loved one lived, or where they lost their
life, as a symbol to keep their memory alive.
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 1900-1994
April 1916: Belgium replaces Germany as colonial power. This sets off
racialization of social relations.
1931: Introduction of the identity card indicating Hutu, Tutsi and Twa ethnicity.
25 July 1959: Suspicious death of King Mutara III Rudahigwa in Bujumbura.
“Hutu social revolution” takes place. Persecution of Tutsi, thousands die.
28 January 1961: Grégoire Kayibanda takes power. “Ethnic democracy”
becomes a foundation of the Parmehutu Party.
1 July 1962: Independence of Rwanda.
December 1963: Massacre of Tutsi, described as genocide by international
press, foreign witnesses and independent researchers. 200,000 Tutsi flee
Rwanda.
July 1973: Tutsi hunted down at secondary schools, the university, and work
places. Military coup d’état by General Juvenal Habyarimana.
24-26 December 1987: The Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) is formed in
Kampala.
1 October 1990: RPF begins war for liberation.
Night of 4 to 5 October 1990: Rwandan Armed Forces (FAR) stage a fake
RPF attack on Kigali. On national radio, President Habyarimana decrees a
state of siege and calls for vigilance and denunciation of spies. Some 10,000
Tutsi and political opponents are arrested. Tutsi massacre takes place in
Kibilira, over 500 killed.
December 1990: Hutu extremist monthly, Kangura, publishes “Hutu Ten
commandments”, which includes “Hutu must stop taking pity on the Tutsi”.
22-23 January 1991: RPF launches an attack on Ruhengeri and frees prisoners.
During Operation Noroit, French military forces intervene directly in combat.
27 January 1991: In response to an RPF offensive in Ruhengeri, a wave of
massacres of the Bagogwe takes place.
10 June 1991: The Rwandan Constitution is amended and a multiparty system
is launched.
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14-15 January 1992: At a meeting in Paris between RPF emissaries and the
French Government, Paul Dijoud tells the RPF delegation: “If you don’t stop
the fighting, even if you take over the country, you won’t find your brothers
and families, because they would all have been slaughtered”.
3 March 1992: Communiqué read on Radio Rwanda inciting people to kill.
Over 500 Tutsi are killed in Bugesera.
9 March 1992: RFI interviews Antonia Locatelli, an Italian witness to the
massacres of Tutsi in Bugesera. That evening she is murdered by gendarmes.
May 1992: President Habyarimana’s MRND forms the Interahamwe militia
group.
22 November 1992: Léon Mugesera, senior member of MRND declares in
Kabaya (Gisenyi): “As for you Tutsis, you cockroaches. Let me tell you that
your country is Ethiopia, and we will be sending you there soon on the express,
through Nyabarongo. This time, we must also get rid of the children”.
January 1993: Jean Carbonare, Chairman of an international commission of
enquiry, says that he saw French instructors at the Bigogwe camp, where
“truckloads of civilians were being brought. They were tortured and killed”.
8 January 1993: Colonel Théoneste Bagosora of FAR leaves Arusha saying :
“I am returning to Kigali to prepare the Tutsi apocalypse”.
21 January 1993: Violent demonstrations by MRND and CDR, massacres
against Tutsi start again. Arusha negotiations are suspended.
8 - 20 February 1993: The RPF relaunches a military offensive. The FAR
retreat. The RPF stops at Shyorongi at the entrance of Kigali.
20 - 22 February 1993: Fresh massacres of Tutsi by CDR and MRND militias
in Gisenyi, Ruhengeri, Kibuye and Byumba prefectures.
4 August 1993: Official signing of the Arusha Peace Accords
4 August 1993: Radio-Television Libre de Mille Collines (RTLM), created in
July, begins propaganda programmes against the Tutsi.
5 October 1993: UN Resolution 872 establishes the United Nations Assistance
Mission in Rwanda (UNAMIR), comprising 2,500 peacekeepers. It is set up
three months later, led by Gen Roméo Dallaire.
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11 January 1994: Gen Dallaire sends a telegram to the UN Headquaters
providing detailed information of a brewing genocide. The UN rejects Dallaire’s
request to seize stockpiled weapons.
3 March 1994: Major Podevijn of UNAMIR informs Dallaire that weapons
were being distributed to militias in the Gikondo neighbourhood, a major
stronghold of the CDR.
28 March 1994: Ferdinand Nahimana distributes a document originally
broadcast on RTLM, calling on the population to exercise “self-defence” for a
“final solution” to what he called the “Tutsi league”.
28 March 1994: Ferdinand Nahimana distributes a document originally
broadcast on RTLM, calling on the population to exercise “self-defence” for a
“final solution” to what he called the “Tutsi league”.
3 April 1994: RTLM broadcasts an odd piece of news: “On the 3rd, 4th and
5th, April, temperatures will rise. On the 6th there will be a respite, but a little
something might happen. Then on the 7th and 8th and other days of April,
you will see something”. This is the thinly veiled announcement of genocide.
6 April 1994: On return from the Dar-es-Salaam peace talks, President
Habyarimana’s plane is shot down by missiles fired from the Kanombe military
camp, a FAR stronghold.
7 April 1994: The Genocide against the Tutsi begins. Several opposition
politicians and Hutu officials opposed to genocide are assassinated.
9 April 1994: French Amaryllis operation to evacuate expatriates starts. The
Interim Rwandan Government is set up at the request of Col Bagosora, with
Théodore Sindikubwabo as President and Jean Kambanda as Prime Minister.
Agathe Habyarimana and her family are evacuated to Paris.
10-11 April 1994: Western nationals evacuated. Some Tutsi manage to board
the trucks en route to the airport. Many are pushed off the vehicles and
massacred by Interahamwe in front of French and Belgian soldiers.
20 April 1994: Secretary-General Boutros-Boutros Ghali speaks of “Hutu
killing Tutsi and Tutsi killing Hutu” and calls for a cease-fire between the
genocidaires, and the RPF (who were fighting to stop genocide), causing
confusion as to whether this was a mere civil war or not.
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21 April 1994: Following Security Council Resolution 912, the UNAMIR force
is reduced from 2,500 to 270.
22 April 1994: The Red Cross declares that it has never seen “a human tragedy
of the scale of these massacres”.
16 May 1994: At the Security Council, Minister Bicamumpaka denies the
government’s role in the killings, saying that “Hundreds of thousands of Hutu
were massacred by the RPF simply because they were Hutu”. Representatives
of Argentina, Spain, New Zealand, the Czech Republic and the United Kingdom
disagree.
13 June 1994: RPF captures Gitarama. The interim government moves to
Gisenyi.
22 June 1994: The Security Council authorizes a humanitarian intervention,
Operation Turquoise, proposed by France. This intervention is immediately
condemned by the RPF.
23 June 1994: Official entry of French forces into Rwanda. The genocidaires
cheer the French army and wave French flags.
27 June 1994: Jean Kambanda, Prime Minister of the interim government
says: “We are receiving weapons, that’s right. Without that, we couldn’t have
withstood them”. On this day, the French soldiers of the Operation Turquoise
discover the Tutsi survivors of Bisesero. The French promise to return and
save them but don’t do so until June 30th. In the meantime, Interahamwe and
FAR kill more than 2000 of the survivors at Bisesero.
3 July 1994: RPF captures Kigali.
19 July 1994: Inauguration of a new government, end of the Genocide.
21 August 1994: French troops leave Rwanda, Operation Turquoise ends.
22 August 1994: RPF removes ethnicity from identity cards and administrative
papers.
9 November 1994: United Nations resolution setting up the International
Criminal Tribunal of Rwanda (ICTR).
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MESSAGES OF HOPE

We must remember to honour the dead, but
also the living. If we start forgetting, then it
would be a crime as potent as genocide itself.
Elie Wiesel

Intwaza
Intwaza are widows and widowers whose immediate families were
completely wiped out during the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi.
They come from various districts across Rwanda and are housed in
Impinganzima Hostels in Bugesera, Nyanza and Huye Districts.
Beloved children, this Rwanda you see today
came from far. Work hard and protect the good
progress we have made. Don’t forget to help one
another, guard against hate. Genocide should
never happen again.
Nyiramanywa Venantie, 94

I no longer feel lonely since I live with others. I
live a good life and feel strong. I am proud of
where we are thanks to good leadership. That
is the Rwanda I wish to bequeath the next
generations: a country that champions cohesion
and development, a unified and a peaceful
Rwanda.
Ndekezi Ephaste, 86
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When we were alone after our families were
killed, we had lost hope. But today we live in
good conditions. Just having a good home in our
old age, people who care for us, gives me hope
that the future is bright. Dear young ones, you
are all we have, we wish you everlasting peace.
Niyomufasha Deborah, 84

We were lucky to survive the Genocide, saved by
youth with compassion. After we survived, they
continued to support us, and we cannot thank
them enough. The young generation should
love their country and love one another because
nothing is more important than love.
Nzabandora Claver, 72

I thought only death awaited me but I’m still
standing, for that I thank our liberators. I
encourage our youth to stay humble and avoid
conflict. Always choose the right path. To parents,
please raise your children as well as you can, so
that they are able to take Rwanda to a bright
future.
Mukaruzima Appolinanie, 68

10

@KwibukaRwanda|#Kwibuka25
KwibukaRwanda

RwandaRemembers

KwibukaRwanda

www.kwibuka.rw

